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Fo r Im m e d ia t e  Re le a se  
De ce m b e r 11, 20 23 
 

Th e  BCFNJ C a n d  FNLC Co n g ra t u la t e  Ho n o u ra b le  Le o n a rd  
Ma rc h a n d , J r.’s  Ap p o in t m e n t  a s  Ch ie f J u s t ic e  o f t h e  B.C. 

Su p re m e  Co u rt  a n d  t h e  Yu ko n  Co u rt  o f Ap p e a l 
 
O k a n a g a n  Syilx Te rrit o ry, W e s t b a n k  BC: 
 
Th e  BC Firs t  Na t io n s Ju st ice  Cou n c il (BCFNJC) a n d  t h e  Firs t  Na t ion s Le a d e rsh ip  
Co u n cil (FNLC) ce le b ra t e  t h e  Ho n o u ra b le  Le o n a rd  Ma rch a n d , Jr.’s  a p p o in tm e n t  a s  
Ch ie f Ju st ice  o f t h e  Brit ish  Co lu m b ia  Su p re m e  Co u rt  a n d  Ch ie f Ju st ice  o f t h e  Yu ko n  
Co u rt  o f Ap p e a l.   
  
Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  is  Sylix, sp e c ifica lly a  m e m b e r o f t h e  Oka n a g a n  In d ia n  Ba n d . 
Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d ’s  a p p o in tm e n t  is  a n o th e r m ile sto n e  in  a  t ra ilb la zin g  ca re e r 
t h a t  h a s  co n sis t e n t ly d e m o n st ra t e d  h is  e xp e rt ise , in t e g rit y, com p a ssio n , a n d  
com m itm e n t  t o  re co n c ilia t io n  a n d  ju st ice .    
  
In  20 21 Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  b e ca m e  th e  firs t  Firs t  Na t io n s p e rso n  a p p o in te d  t o  
t h e  B.C. Co u rt  o f Ap p e a l a n d  o n ly t h e  se co n d  In d ig e n ou s Co u rt  o f Ap p e a l ju st ice  to  
b e  a p p o in t e d  n a t io n a lly. P rio r t o  h is  a p p o in tm e n t  t o  t h e  B.C. Cou rt  o f Ap p e a l, in  20 17 
Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  w a s a p p o in t e d  a s  t h e  firs t  Firs t  Na t io n s Ju st ice  to  t h e  B.C. 
Su p re m e  Co u rt , a n d  in  20 13 Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  w a s firs t  a p p o in t e d  t o  t h e  B.C. 
P ro vin c ia l Co u rt .   
  
Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d ’s  ca re e r e n com p a sse s  ye a rs  o f se rvice  a s  a  h ig h ly d e d ica t e d  
t ria l la w ye r a n d  ju d g e . As a  la w ye r, h e  h a s  w o rke d  o n  ca se s  c rit ica l t o  a ch ie vin g  
re co n c ilia t io n  a n d  b rin g in g  h e a lin g  t o  com m u n it ie s  a n d  fa m ilie s. He  h a s  a d va n ce d  
c ivil c la im s o n  b e h a lf o f re sid e n t ia l sch o o l su rvivo rs  a n d  h a s  se rve d  o n  t h e  Ove rsig h t  
Co m m it te e  fo r t h e  In d e p e n d e n t  Asse ssm e n t  P ro ce ss  a n d  t h e  Se le c t io n  Com m it t e e  
fo r t h e  Tru th  a n d  Re co n c ilia t io n  Com m ission .  In  20 14  Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  w a s 
a w a rd e d  t h e  CBABC Ab o rig in a l La w ye rs  Foru m ’s Sp e c ia l Co n t rib u t io n  Aw a rd  in  
re co g n it io n  o f h is  d e d ica t io n  to  In d ig e n o u s p e o p le  a n d  t h e  la w .   
  
Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  is  t h e  so n  o f Le o n a rd  Ma rch a n d , Sr., t h e  firs t  Firs t  Na t io n s 
p e rso n  e le c te d  t o  P a rlia m e n t  in  1968  a n d  firs t  In d ig e n o u s p e rso n  t o  se rve  in  t h e  
Fe d e ra l Ca b in e t .  
  
Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d  is  a  t ra ilb la ze r w h o  w ill co n t in u e  to  se rve  t h e  p e o p le  o f 
Brit ish  Co lu m b ia  w ith  vis io n  a n d  so u n d  ju d g e m e n t .     
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Th e  BCFNJC a n d  t h e  FNLC a p p la u d  Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d ’s  a p p o in tm e n t  a s  it  is  
co n sis t e n t  w ith  t h e  St ra t e g y 23 o f t h e  BC Firs t  Na t io n s Ju st ice  St ra t e g y w h ich  ca lle d  
fo r t h e  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f a  coo rd in a t e d  s t ra te g y t o  in c re a se  t h e  n u m b e r o f Firs t  
Na t io n s p e o p le  se rvin g  a s  ju d g e s in  Brit ish  Co lu m b ia . Th e  BCFNJC a n d  t h e  FNLC 
ce le b ra t e  Ch ie f Ju st ice  Ma rch a n d ’s  a p p o in tm e n t  a n d  h o ld  it  u p  t o  b e  t h e  firs t  o f 
m a n y m o re  a p p o in tm e n t s  o f Firs t  Na t io n s ju d ic ia ry in  B.C.   
  
Ch ie f Ju st ice s  in  Ca n a d a  a re  re sp o n sib le  fo r t h e  le a d e rsh ip  a n d  a d m in is t ra t io n  o f 
t h e  cou rt  t h e y p re sid e  o ve r a n d  a re  a p p o in te d  b y t h e  Go ve rn o r Ge n e ra l o n  t h e  
re com m e n d a t io n  o f t h e  P rim e  Min is t e r a n d  a d vice  o f t h e  Ca b in e t .   
  
ABOUT THE BCFNJ C  
In  20 16 , t h e  BC Firs t  Na t io n s  Ju s t ice  Co u n c il (BCFNJC) w a s  c re a t e d  b y th e  BC Asse m b ly o f Firs t  Na t io n s , 
t h e  Firs t  Na t io n s  Su m m it , a n d  th e  Un io n  o f BC In d ia n  Ch ie fs  w h o  to g e th e r fo rm  th e  Firs t  Na t io n s  
Le a d e rsh ip  Co u n c il (FNLC). Gu id e d  b y a  s ix-p e rso n  Cou n c il, BCFNJC is  im p le m e n t in g  th e  u n iq u e  a n d  
co m p re h e n sive  BC Firs t  Na t io n s  Ju s t ice  St ra t e g y (t h e  St ra t e g y) t h a t  o u t lin e s  25 in d ivid u a l s t ra t e g ie s  
a n d  4 3 lin e s  o f a c t io n . Th e  o rg a n iza t io n  w o rks  in  t a n d e m  a lo n g  tw o  t ra cks  o f ch a n g e : re fo rm in g  th e  
cu rre n t  c rim in a l ju s t ice  syst e m  a n d  re s to rin g  t ra d it io n a l In d ig e n o u s  la w s, s t ru c tu re s , a n d  h e a lin g .   
  
BCFNJC e m p lo ys  10 0 + p e op le , h a s  a ssu m e d  re sp on sib ilit y fo r Gla d u e  se rvice s , e xp a n d e d  a  n e tw o rk o f 
n in e  In d ig e n o u s  Ju s t ice  Ce n t re s  (IJCs) a c ro ss t h e  p ro vin ce  a n d  d e ve lo p e d  a  g o ve rn a n ce  s t ru c tu re  t h a t  
ca n  su p p o rt  t h e  w o rk.  
 
ABOUT THE FNLC  
Th e  Firs t  Na t io n s  Le a d e rsh ip  Co u n c il (FNLC) w o rk to g e th e r t o  re p re se n t  t h e  in t e re s t s  o f Firs t  Na t io n s  in  
BC a n d  d e ve lo p  co o rd in a t e d  a p p ro a ch e s  t o  issu e s  re le va n t  t o  Firs t  Na t io n s  co m m u n it ie s  t h ro u g h o u t  
t h e  p ro vin ce . 
 
 Th e  FNLC a re  co m p rise d  of t h e  p o lit ic a l e xe cu t ive s  o f t h e  Firs t  Na t io n s  Su m m it , BC Asse m b ly o f Firs t  
Na t io n s , a n d  th e  Un io n  o f BC In d ia n  Ch ie fs . In  20 16 , th e  FNLC cre a t e d  th e  BC Firs t  Na t io n s  Ju s t ice  
Co u n c il (BCFNJC) a n d  a re  re sp o n sib le  fo r e le c t in g  th e  BCFNJC’s  Cou n c il Me m b e rs . 
  
Me d ia  Co n t a c t s :  
BC Firs t  Na t io n s  J u s t ic e  Co u n c il  
Na ta lie  Ma rt in  (sh e /h e r)  
Dire c to r o f Com m u n ica t io n s   
Em a il: n a t a lie .m a rt in @b cfn jc .com   
Dire c t : 778 -795-0 58 2  
 
Un io n  o f BC In d ia n  Ch ie fs  
Gra n d  Ch ie f St e w a rt  P h illip , P re sid e n t , P h o n e : 250 -4 90 -5314  
 
Firs t  Na t io n s  Su m m it  
Hu g h  Bra ke r, FNS P o lit ica l Exe cu t ive , P h o n e : 60 4 -8 12-2632 
 
BC As s e m b ly o f Firs t  Na t io n s  
An n e t t e  Sch ro e te r, Com m u n ica t io n s Office r, P h o n e : 778 -28 1-1655 
 
 


