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First Nations in BC Experiencing Compounded
Emergencies; BC and Canada Must Provide Full Supports

(XwmaBkwayam (Musqueam), Skwxwi7mesh (Squamish) and salilwata¢
(Tsleil Waututh)/Vancouver, B.C.) As BC continues to reel from the ongoing
devastation caused by the recent "atmospheric river event", which saw extreme
rain, winds, landslides, and floods wreak catastrophe upon communities and
infrastructure, the First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC) remains deeply
alarmed and concerned about both short-term and long-term cumulative effects
of the crisis upon the safety and welfare of First Nation communities.

The FNLC calls upon the provincial and federal governments to commit
significant financial supports, and resources to First Nations still recovering from
the compounded and ongoing emergencies of the 2021 wildfires, the COVID-19
pandemic, the opioid crisis, the homelessness crisis and the crisis caused by the
discovery of the thousands of unmarked graves on the sites of former residential
schools.

"From a pandemic, to fires then to floods, First Nations have been forced to
shoulder the impacts of colonial-induced climate extremes while navigating the
challenges caused by COVID 19 without adequate supports and resources. Over
the past week, many First Nations have lost their homes, with little to no support
from BC and Canada, while being forced to pay out of pocket to access
temporary shelter and food supplies. This is totally unacceptable: time and time
again First Nations have borne the brunt of climate change impacts and time and
time again the federal and provincial governments have failed to assess and take
seriously the risks posed by climate change. BC and Canada must commit to the
full reimbursement of all costs that have accumulated for all impacted First
Nations, including accommodations and transportation costs, rather than
continuing to generously fund a military-style invasion of peaceful land defenders
in unceded Wet’'suwet’en territory, as a means to advance LNG fossil fuel
development. Our hearts go out all the flooding and mudslide survivors, and to
the 17,000 people that have been displaced from their homes," stated Grand
Chief Stewart Philip, President of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs.

Despite a 2018 BC Auditor General report concluding that BC was not
adequately managing the risks posed by climate change, as well as a 2019
preliminary climate risk assessment citing atmospheric rivers as a risk, BC
continues to take a reactionary and inadequate approach to these unprecedented
climate disasters. Moving forward, it is imperative to address the immediate
needs of those impacted by the floods while simultaneously addressing the long-
term cumulative effects that will be felt in BC and beyond. "The time for proactive
responses is now," stated Regional Chief Terry Teegee of the BC Assembly of
First Nations, noting the varying impacts that require immediate attention. "The
Fraser River is an essential waterway in the global food chain. The rippling
effects of this disruption could be catastrophic for our communities if not
adequately addressed and First Nations need to be included in these
conversations at the forefront, yet they haven't been thus far."



https://www.bcauditor.com/sites/default/files/publications/reports/Climate_Change_FINAL.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/adaptation/prelim-strat-climate-risk-assessment.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/adaptation/prelim-strat-climate-risk-assessment.pdf

"The devastation is vast and can already be felt in the lower mainland and
beyond," stated Robert Phillips of the First Nations Summit Political Executive.
"The incalculable impacts that will be felt in our communities from debris, raw
sewage, mass exodus of livestock, agricultural, chemical and poisonous
materials contamination that is all currently moving downstream is a brewing
environmental catastrophe with global implications. We reiterate our call for the
Province to declare an indefinite state of emergency, as this flooding has caused
what will most certainly be billions of dollars in damage, indefinite displacement
of thousands of people, long term environmental effects yet to be contemplated,
and serious long term disruption in an already fragile supply chain.”

The First Nations Leadership Council is comprised of the political executives of
the BC Assembly of First Nations (BCAFN), First Nations Summit (FNS), and the
Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC).
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