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February 14™ marks the 150" anniversary
of a dark day in BC First Nations history

Coast Salish Territory/Vancouver — February 14, 2009 marks the 150" anniversary of
the Proclamation (attached) by James Douglas, Governor of British Columbia that all lands
in British Columbia and all mines and minerals thereunder belonged to the Crown in fee.

“Over the past year there have been many celebrations marking dates related to the 150th
anniversary of the Province of British Columbia. However, it is critical that the public
understand some of the anniversaries represent a dark time in BC First Nations History”,
said Grand Chief Edward John of the First Nations Summit Political Executive.

“Unlike other parts of Canada, Crown authorities signed very few treaties with the First
Nations in what is now known as British Columbia. Tomorrow is the 150" anniversary of the
official date when the traditional territories of BC First Nations were officially taken by the
Crown without consent or compensation. This Proclamation by James Douglas is the source
of the unresolved land question in BC that remains today”, added Chief John.

“Tomorrow we will remember this dark time in our history and we will remember and gather
strength from our ancestors who have come and gone as we continue to fight for the
recognition and reconciliation of our Aboriginal Title and Rights in our respective traditional
territories throughout British Columbia”, concluded Chief John.

— 30 —

The First Nations Summit speaks on behalf of First Nations involved in the treaty negotiation
process in British Columbia. Further background information on the Summit may be found
at www.fns.bc.ca.

For further information:

Colin Braker, Communications Director
First Nations Summit

Tel: 604-926-9903 or 604-328-4094

Suite 1200 — 100 Park Royal South, West Vancouver, BC, V7T 1A2 www.fns.bc.ca
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PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency JAMES DOUGLAS, Companion of the Most Honourable
]())ir&der of the Bath, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of British Colum-

-

HEREAS, it is expedient to publish for general information, the method to be pursued with re
spect to the alienation and posscasion of agricultural lands, and of lands proposed for the sites of

towns ln British Columbia, and with reference also to the places for levying shipping and ocustoms’

duties, and for cstablishing a capital and port of entry in the said Colony.

t

Now, therefore I, JAMES D%UGLAS, Goyernor of the said Colony, do proclaim and declare as
follows, vix: 3 ‘ .

' 1.—Al the lands in British Columbis, and all the Mines-and Minerals therein, belong to the Crown

“in fee. » .

2 —The price of iands, not being intended for the sites of Towns, and not being reputed to be
Mineral landa, shall be ten shillings per acre, payable one half in cash at the time of the sale, and the
other half at the end of two years from such sale. Provided, that under epecial circumstances some
other price, or some other terms of payment may from time to time be specially announced for partiou-
lar localities. - -

3.—It shall also be competent to the Executive at any time to reserve such portions of the unoccupied
_ Crown JT.ands, and for such purposes as the Executive shall deem advisable.

4.~Except as aforesaid, all the land in British Columbia will be exposed in lots for sale, by publie
competition, at the upset price above mentioned, a8 soon a8 the same shall have been surveyed and
made ready for sale. Due notice will be given of all such sales. Notice at the same time will be given
of the upset price and terms of payment when they vary from those above stated, and also of the righta
reserved (if any) for public convenience. : “

5.—All lands which shall remain unsold at any such auction may be sold by private conteact at the
upset price and on the terms and conditions herein mentioned, on application to the Chief Commissioner
of Lands and Works.

8.—Uhless otherwise specially notified at the time of eale, all such/sales’ of Crown Land shall be
_subject to such publio rights of way as may at an time after such nd to such private rights of

way, and of leading or using water for animals, and for mining and engineering purposes, as may at the -

time of such sale be specificd by the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Worke. ) t
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" regulations.
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7.—~Unless otherwise speoially announced at the time of sale, the conveyance of the lund shall iz-
«clude all trees and all mines and minerals within and under the same, exeept mines of Ggld and Silver,

’ i ey LBy
8.~—When any “Ditch Ptivilege” shaﬁ%&?g@ﬁ@,’;&é{’%sh@ll be included (unless excluded by ex-
press words) the right to lop, dress,o¥:f¢l} any trees standing'¥n, unoccupied Crown Lands which, in
the opinion of the Proprietors of the Ditch, might by their accidental fall or otherwise, endanger the
safety of the ditch or any part theredf. *. .~ " = "o % e
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CLAIMS, '~
' 9.—Until further notice, Gold_:maix‘ns and Mines shall continue t_o. be worked subject to the exisﬁng
CAPTTAL OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

10.—It is intended with all dispat'c-b to lay ont and seitls the site of a city to be the Capital of _

British Columbia, on the right or North bank of Fraser River.

11.—Plans of the City are intended to.be prepared and published in the month™of March next.

Three-four{hs of the ‘whole iiiaber df Iots, excluding the Sublio' réﬁéngéf'iilh‘liﬁ”mud in lots to

public competition; by auction;’in the- month of "APril. : One-fourth of the whole nukiBer of lots, ex-

cluding the public feserves, will bé reserved in blocks for parchusérs in the*United ‘Kingdom, Her

Majesty’s €olonies in North America and elsewhere.  All of such last-mentioned lots which may not

. be disposed of.in the United Kingdom, or Her Majesty’s Colonies, other.than British Columbhia, will
“be submitted to public competition in this Colony, of which due notics will be given. | - ¢ ¥

R Y

12.—As the Government is desirous of concentrating the commercial interests of the Colony‘l' in’ and

around the Capital, purchasers of town lots in the said proposed Capital who may be owners of town

* lots in Langley, under the late sale on the 25th November last, on which the whole amount of urchase

. -Thoney has been paid to the Government, will if so’ disposed, be allowed to surrender the lots in' ngfcy,
- 80 purchaséd, and to have the price 5o paid td the Government allowed them as paymient in fall for a

" lot or-Jots purchased by them in the said proposed Capital of an eqnal or less price in the' aggregate,
and’as puyment in part for-lots in the said proposed Capital of a greator price in the aggregate.  Every
such surrender must be executed and delivereXOin writing, addressed to the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works in British Columbia, at Victoria, Vancouver’s Island, one week, at least, previous to

- the day appointed for the intended sale. . T e

13.—The proposed Capital will be declared to be a Port of Entry so soon as the necoessary imng:e-
ments shall have been provided, which will be done with all eonvenient dispatch. . Custom House

‘ officers will then be stationed there, and vessels will be able to progeed dircet to Fraser River without -

touching at Victoria, or may clear at Victoria, at their option.

- 14.—The whole of the river frontage will be laid out in a continuous road, the edge of which it is
contemplated, ultimately, to convert into a public quay. No quay will, however, be at present con-
. structed at the public expense, nor will the absolute property. o soil along the edge of the water be
. now alienated by the Crown.. But the right to make and mainﬁ quays of couvenient siges, and to
demand certain tolls and rates for the use thercof, will be grantdd to private individuals for the space
of seven years; such rights will be disposed of at public auction at or immediately after the sale of town
.lots, to the bidder ¢f the highest annual rent. No restrictions will be™placed on the lessee, as to the

form.or nature of the quays, except such as shall be necessary to protect the.public safety and. .cor-
venience. .. ) )

Tssued under the Public Seal of the Colony of British Columbia, at Victoria, Van.conver's Island
this fourtéenth day of February, one'thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, in the twenty-second’
year of Iler Majesty’s Reign, by me, .

JAMES DOUGLAS. [r.8]
By His Excellency’s command, .
Wirniavm A. G. Youxg,
Acting Colonial Sccretary.

.GOD SAVE THE QUEEN,
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