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News Release

Community and Advocacy Groups Respond to Missing Women

Commission of Inquiry's Final Report
December 17, 2012

(Coast Salish Territory/Vancouver, B.C.) Community and advocacy groups who were shut out of the Missing
Women Commission of Inquiry expressed full support today for the families of the missing and murdered women,
and strongly reiterated the call for a national public inquiry into the hundreds of murders and disappearances of
Aboriginal women and girls. These organizations also expressed continued support for the previously announced
investigation by the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. The final
report by Commissioner Wally Oppal was released to the families this morning at 9:00 a.m. and to the general
public at 1:00 p.m.

The Inquiry has been deeply and systemically flawed from the beginning. The voices and experiences of Downtown
Eastside women, Aboriginal organizations and women's groups were shut out. Family members' needs and wishes
have been, and continue to be, blatantly disregarded and disrespected, and the proceedings favoured police and
police evidence. This failed Inquiry, far from assisting Aboriginal women and women from the Downtown Eastside,
has ironically reinforced their marginalization.

Community and advocacy organizations that were granted participant status at the Inquiry were denied natural
justice when the Province refused to provide the necessary funding to support their complete participation.
Groups were betrayed by Premier Christy Clark and former Attorney General Barry Penner, who made the
discriminatory decision to not fund their counsel, contrary to the Commission's own recommendation, a decision
unprecedented in Canada. At the same time, the Province provided public funding for twenty-five lawyers for



police agencies and individual police officers. On April 2, 2012, fourteen groups sent an open letter to
Commissioner Oppal advising that they would not be participating in the Policy Forums or Study Commissions
aspects of the Missing Women Commission of Inquiry, citing concerns about discrimination and the conduct of the
Commission to date.

There is a glaring and outstanding need for a full and thorough examination of the systemic factors that underpin
the issue of missing and murdered women and girls- the deep sexism, poverty, racism, and colonialism. There is
also a need, that is tragically evident, for the Province to work with the families and community organizations to
make real change. The alarming and disproportionately high rate of Aboriginal girls and women that continue to
go missing and be murdered must be addressed. We cannot continue to lose our daughters, sisters, wives,
mothers, and aunts.

Although the members of this coalition were shut out of the Inquiry process, we have been meeting informally to

discuss how to move forward in order to support the families, and to pursue justice for the missing and murdered

girls and women. These groups received the report along with the general public at 1:00 p.m. today. Because the
report is approximately 1500 pages long, the coalition will review the report and release a more detailed response
in early 2013.

For more information, please contact:

Aboriginal Front Door Society, Mona Woodward,
(604) 697-5662

Amnesty International Canada, Elizabeth Berton-
Hunter, (416) 363-9933 ext. 332

Asian Women Coalition Ending Prostitution, Alice
Lee, (604) 318-3188

Assembly of First Nations, Jenna Young,

(613) 314-8157

Atira Women’s Resource Society, Janice Abbott,
(604) 331-1420

B.C. Assembly of First Nations, Courtney Daws,
(604) 922-7733

B.C. Civil Liberties Association, Lindsay Lyster,
(604) 689-4457

Battered Women’s Support Services, Angela Marie
MacDougall, (604) 808-0507

Canadian Association of Sexual Assault
Centres/Association Canadienne des Centres Contre
les Aggressions a Caractere Sexuel, Lisa Steacy,
(604) 876-2622

Carrier Sekani Tribal Council, Tribal Chair Terry
Teegee, (250) 640-3256

Downtown Eastside Sex Workers United Against
Violence Society, Katrina Pacey, (604) 729-7849
Downtown Eastside Women's Centre, Carol Martin,
(604) 681-8480 ext. 233

Ending Violence Association British Columbia,
Beverly Jacobs, (604) 633-2506 ext. 16

EVE, Trisha Baptiste, (604) 518-4798

February 14th Women’s Memorial March
Committee, Lisa Yellow-Quill, (604) 618-1061
First Nations Summit, Colin Braker, (604) 328-4094
National Congress of Black Women's Foundation,
Juliane Okot Bitek, (604) 612-0995

Native Women’s Association of Canada, Michele
Audette, (613) 733-3033

PACE: Providing Alternatives Counselling &
Education Society, Karen Mirsky, (604) 614-6745
PHS Community Services Society, Kailin See,
(778) 997-3920

Pivot Legal Society, Doug King, (778) 898-6349
Poverty and Human Rights Centre, Shelagh Day,
(604) 872-0750

Provincial Council of Women of British Columbia,
Rosemary Mallory, (604) 985-0878

Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs, Grand Chief Stewart
Phillip, (250) 490-5314

Union Gospel Mission, Genesa Greening,

(604) 506-0845

Vancouver Rape Relief & Women's Shelter, Hilla
Kerner, (604) 872-8212

West Coast LEAF, Laura Track,

(604) 684-8772, ext.214

WISH Drop-in Centre Society, Kate Gibson,

(604) 720-5517



