
BritishColumbia
hash

emergingworld
classtourism

industryand
is

blessed
with

a
diversityand

richnessof
natural

resources,
First

Nationsculture,
and

FirstNations
heritage.

The
future

prosperityof
The

tourism
industry

in
BritishColumbia

and
the

futureprosperityof
the

FirstNations
ofBritish

Columbia
islinkedto

the
longterm

sustainabilltyof these
natural

resources.
It

isalso
linkedto

the
ability

tojointlyrealizethetourism
potential

of
both

these
natural

resources
and

the
diversityof

FirstNations
culture

and
heritage.

April9-10th,
1996

marked
the

beginningofa
new

eta
inThe

relationshipbetween
FirstNations

and
thetourism

industrywhen
First

Nations
community

leaden
and

tourism
industryleaders

from
across

the
province

met
at Quasout

Udgeat
LittleShuswap

lake
and

atthe
Stockmen’s

Hotel
In KamloopstodIscusstheirrespective visionsof

the
futureand

toexplorehow
FirstNationsand

thetourism
industry

couldworktogethertoachievethesevisions.

From
this meeting

and
from

ensUingdiscussions,emerged
an

understandingthatFirstNations
andThe

tourism
industry have.many

interestsincommonand
a
recognitionthatthe

relationship required
toJointly builda

strongand
more

vibranttourism
lndustlmust

be
based

on
the

Ibllowing
principles

and
belie

*
British

Columbia
hasthe

resources
to

develop
a
tourism

Industry
without

equal
on

a
g’obal

basSi

*
a
strong

and
vibrant tourism

industry
benefits

allBritish
Columbians;

*
a
strong

and
vibranttourism

industry
isdependent

upon
Britislf

Columbia
remaininga

safe
and

attractive
placeto

visit,the
ability

to
attract

investmentcapital,
the

abilityto
train

and
maintain

skilled
workers,

the
abilityto

operate
ina

continuous
manner

over
the

longterm,
and

access
to

an
ongoing

and
diverse

supply
of

tourism
products;

*
a

fair settlement
of

FirstNations
claims,

includingclaims
regarding

land,
resources

and
governance

issues,
will

benefitallBritish
Colurnbians;

settlements
with

FirstNations
should

be
negotiated

ina
manner

that
istimely

and
respects

the
interestsofboth

FirstNations
and

the
tourism

industry;

*
tourism

potential
in

British
Columbia

should
be

devSoped
ina

manner
that

respects
FirstNations

hrltage
andculture

Ity --s’-
‘
4

*
First Nations

participation
in the

tourism
industry slould

be
increased

ina
manner

that
does

not
displace

existingtourism
operators;

differencesthat
may

develop
between

FirstNations
and

the
tourism

industryorindMdual
tourism

operatorscan
be

dealtwith
most

effectivelythrough
dialogue

that
isdirectand

respectful
and

by
avoiding

confrontation
and

direct action
such

as
roadblocks,

blockades
and

other
bafflersthat

ate
harmful

to
the

interestsof
theother

the
natural

resourcesof
BritishColumbia

should
be

managed
Ina

sustainable
manner

such
thattheyare

passed
on

tofuture
generations.

On
behaffofour

members,
we

commit
toworktogetherinthespirit

of
cooperationand

partnershipto
builda

strongand
more

vibrant
tourism

inaustry,
to

cooperateon
matters ofmutual

Interest,toseek
toconstructivelydiscussand

dealwith any
issuesthatmay

arise
between

FirstNationsand
thetourism

inclus* ina
manner

consistentwiththeforegoingprincipleand
tootherwise

implement
thisStatementofMutual

Supportand
Cooperation.

indoingso,we
confirmthatthisAccord

isnotintendedto
be

legallybindingon
either

partyoritsmembers
and

iswithoutprejudiceto,oradmission
of,

eitherparty’sright,title,orinterest inany
landor resources.This

Accord
isa

reflectionofPoliticalcooperation
between

the
parties,of

the
mutual

respectofthe
partielforeach

othet
and

ofthe
mutual

Intentiontoproactive,discussany
issuesthatmay

arisebetween
the

FirstNations.and
the

tourism
industry

ina
constructive,nan

confrontationalway.
-

DATED
December

4,
1997.
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